Mass spectrometry continues to enjoy a prominant position as Attendance was approximately 140 scientists, ranging in background from pioneers in the field through mass spectrometrists considering the addition of negative ion capabilities to their laboratories. Although the group was fairly large, lively debates were still possible and, in fact, occurred. One particularly useful discussion centered on the issue of how much care an investigator should experience in understanding results before their publication. Particular emphasis was placed on the recognition that negative ion mass spectrometry is still in its early development stages so that ones publication should provide a sound basis for the further development of the field. Opposed to this need is the desirability of providing data with reasonable promptness so that other workers have the benefit and stimulation of the results. Clearly, it is a matter of considerable concern that each scientist use due care in balancing these needs.
At the conclusion of the meeting, we were left with the impression that negative ion mass spectrometry has indeed progressed considerably in the past two years and has lived up to at least some of its early promise as an analytical technique. Equally certain in the observation that much remains to be done in the fundamental understanding of negative ion chemistry and the scope and limitations for practical analytical chemistry.
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